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From the Principal 
 
When I inherited my office from Ms. Cathy Finley at the end 
of the summer, one of the first things she pointed out to me 
was a quote on the front of the desk. The quote reads, “The 
best part about our school is who we share it with.” The 
quote speaks volumes, and serves as a reminder to me each 
morning when I get to school about how fortunate I am. 
When you stop and think about everyone who shares our 
middle school – students, faculty, staff members, families, 
members of the community – it’s awe-inspiring to recognize 
that this many people can work together with the common 
goal of helping every student learn at a high level. Thank you 
for being a part of this, and for sharing Winnebago Middle 
School with your children and the hard-working team here in 
our building. 
 
While we’re talking about your children, I want to share that 
they have been excellent “hosts” as I settle into my new role. 
They’re kind, friendly, welcoming, polite, respectful, and 
really quite funny. I’m sure you already know all this, but it’s 
worth mentioning because these are behaviors learned at 
home and fostered in school. It’s worth mentioning because, 
like last year, we’re still working through a global pandemic 
and your children are working diligently to do their part to 
help us get through this as swiftly and efficiently as possible. 
Lastly, it’s worth mentioning because as our school continues 
to move forward as an institution, their contributions play a 
pivotal role. 
 
Thanks again for your help and support, and as always, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out and connect. 
 
Dan Phelps, Principal 
phelpsd@winnebagoschools.org 
815-335-3817 
 

 
 
 

Picture Day! 
 
A friendly reminder that picture day will be held this Friday, 
September 10 in the cafeteria at Winnebago Middle School.  
Order online at inter-state.com/FlyerEntry/60516YF ; extra 
order forms are also available in the office.  All students will 
have their pictures taken for school IDs and Yearbook. 
  
 

MAP Testing is Back at WMS 
 
WMS will be participating in MAP Testing the week of 
September 13 – 17. Please CLICK HERE for a letter from Mrs. 
Staci Thompson, Winnebago’s Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction, for more details on the process. 
 

COVID-19 Updates 
 
The Winnebago CUSD #323 prioritizes the health and safety 
of our students and their families. As such, in addition to 
steps to screen for the virus and prevent its spread within 
our school, we are adding a voluntary/optional PreK-12th 
grade COVID-19 testing program for students. This program 
uses Abbott Laboratories BinaxNOW tests provided by the 
federal government. We will only test with your consent. 
   
Please be aware that a nurse will always contact you prior 
to administering the test, even with written consent. A link 
to the consent forms can be found at the conclusion of this 
update. Please read this document in its entirety. Regardless 
of your decision, the form needs to be signed and returned 
to your child's 1st period teacher (who will pass it along to 
the nurse). The 2nd page will allow you to sign off on either 
consenting or declining optional testing at school.  
More information about the test can be found on page 1 of 
the consent form that is attached below.  If you have any 
questions about testing, please reach out to our school 
nurse, Heather Corl, corlh@winnebagoschools.org or by 
calling 815-335-2364. 

CLICK HERE to for a copy of the Student Consent Form. 
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